Congenital diverticulum of the anterior urethra is an uncommon cause of urinary obstruction in infancy and childhood. This cause of the obstruction may be overlooked when the diverticulum is not apparent clinically. Two male children aged 6 years and 12 years respectively presented with symptoms referable to 'concealed' diverticula of the anterior urethra. The younger child had a long history of recurrent urinary tract infections and post-micturition urinary incontinence. The elder boy had always required to strain to micturate, had a poor urinary stream and post-micturition dribbling incontinence. In both children excretion uro-graphy was normal apart from a large residual urine after voiding. Urethrography was diagnostic in both patients (Figs 1 & 2) . In each child the urethral obstruction was cured by surgical removal of the obstructing flap valve associated with the diverticulum. Access was gained through a perineal incision via the diverticulum. In this type of diverticulum with an overall calibre no larger than the normal urethra, and in which the mouth of the diverticulum is wide, it is unnecessary to excise the diverticulum itself. In this way a two-stage urethroplasty can be avoided.
The following paper was also read: Prostatic Fossa Stones after Prostatectomy Mr N Alan Green (United Norwich Hospitals, St Stephen's Road, Norwich)
